
Pushing Your Thinking 
Sentence Starters for each color 

Blue 
Main Idea/ 

Restating the 
Question 

Green: 
Evidence 

Red: 
Analysis 

Yellow: 
Vocabulary 

Simply restate 
the question in 

one simple 
sentence. 

 
Or 
 

The main idea 
is__________. 

 
I will explain 

___________. 

For example, ___. 
This shows ____. 
 
For instance ___. 
This shows ____. 
 
The proof is ____. 
This shows _____. 
 
On page __, it 
states ____. This 
proves that ____. 
 
In chapter ___, it 
states ___. This 
proves _____. 
 
In the text it says 
_______. This 
shows _____. 

This makes me 
think of _____. 
 
This makes me 
wonder _____.  
 
This reminds me 
of a time when 
_________. 
 
At first I thought 
_____, but now I 
think ______. 
 
This raises the 
question of ____. 
 
This is giving me 
the idea that ___. 
 
This is similar to 
_____________. 
 
 

Use your 
highlighter to show 

the excellent 
vocabulary you 
chose in your 

written response.  

 


